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with business, that he had not touched " La Peau de Chagrin " since he was last at Saint-Cyr.
He was evidently full of hope; but in spite of the powerful support of the Revue de Pans, the Temps, the Debats, and the Voleur, the steady-going electors had no mind to be represented by a penniless young author, who was chiefly known to the general public as the writer of the " Physiologic du Mariage," a book distinctly not adapted for family reading. Therefore, in this, as in many other hopes of his life, Balzac was doomed to disappointment; though the readers of novels may be grateful to the unkind fate which caused him to turn with renewed ardour to the neglected " Peau de Chagrin." He cherished a slight resentment against Angoul£me, as he showed in "Illusions Perdues," where the aristocracy of that town are rather unkindly treated ; but he was not discouraged in his political ambitions, and in 1832 he joined with M. Laurentie, the Due de Noailles, the Due de Fitz-James (nephew to the Princesse de Chimay, who acted as proxy for Marie Antoinette at Madame de Berny's christening) and others, to found a Legitimist journal, the Renovateur. In this appeared an article against the proposed destruction of the monument to the Due de Berry, in which Balzac indignantly asks : " Why do you not finish the monument, and raise an altar where the priests may pray God to pardon the assassin ? "
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